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PRESIDENT NCKINLEYS
ANNUAL MESSAGE.

The Natiomal Spirit Has Been
Wlﬂhﬂa.

A DHIEF IEI%ITM. ﬂF THE STRIFE.

Cubans Encouraged to Form a Govern-
ment for Themselves - Austria Stitl De-
munding Satlsfaotion for the Luttimer
Miot—Copgress Urged to Aot in Hegard
to the Nlearsgua Canal-Government
In Bymputhy With the Caar's Peace
Movement —Condition of the Troasury

President MeKinley's messaze was
submitted to Congress last Manday.
The war 1s earefully reviewed from he-
ginning to end and the president foels
grateful over the resuit. Our new |
possessions and  their future g \u:
the
war are consldered In the following

méssage
Was 0, December 6, —The Pros-
ident's v was gt to Congress

To the Senate and House of Represens
tatives:

Notwithstanding the added hurdens |
rendersd necessary by the war our
people are In a very sitlsfactory and
steadily Incrensing degree of  proaper-
fty, evidenved by the largest vols
ume of business  cver  recorded.
Munufacture has  been  produc-
tive, agricuitural  pursuits  have
yiolded abundant returns, labor in all
flelds of Industry I8 betler rewarded,
revenue leglalation passed by the pres-
ent Congress has Inorensed the trove-
ury's recsipts to the amount estimataed
by 18 authors; the finances of the gov-
ernment have been successfully admin- |
fatered and s oredit advanced o the
first rank; while its currency has buen
maintalned @l the world's highest |
standard. Mllftary service under a
common flag and for a righteous cause
has strengthened the national apirit
and served to cement more  closely
than ever the fraternal bonds between
every section of the country.

A teview of the relation of the !
Truited States to other powers, always
n;pmpﬂue. {5 this year of primary

mportance In view of the momentous
lnuu which have arisen. demanding
in one Instance the ultimate determin-
ation by arms and involving far-reach-
ing consequences which will inspire
the carnest attention of the Congress,

In my last message very full copsld-
eratlon was given to the question of
the government of the Uplted States
toward Spuin and the Cuban Insurrec-
tion as belng by far the most impor-
tant problém with which we were then
oal upon to deal, The considerations
then advanced, and the exposition of
the views thereln expressiod, disclosed
my sense of the evireme gravity of the
situntion, Setting aslde, as logically
unfounded or practically inadmissible,
the recognition of the Cuban Insurg-
ents as belligerents, the recognltion of
Cuba, neutral intervention to end the
war by Imposing & rational compro=-
miz¢ between the contestants, inter-
vention in favor of ons or the other
party, and forcible annexation of the
isiand=I concluded it was honestly due
to our friendly relations with Spain
that she should be given a reasonabie
chance to realize heér expectationk of
reform to which she had become trrs-
voesbly committed. Within o few weeks
previonsly ghe had announced compre-
hensive plans which i wag confidently
asgerted would be eflicactous to reme-
dy the evils so deeply affecting our
country, so Injurious to the true in-
terests of the mother country as well
as to those of Cuba, und so repugnant |
lm the universal sentiment of human- |

ty.

The ensulng month brought little [
slgn of real progress towari the paciti- |
catlon of Cubn, The autonomous ad-
ministration ¢t up in the capital end |
some of the prinelpal clties appenrcd |
not to galn the favor of the inhabitants |
nor to be able to extend thelr influence |
to the large extent of territory held by
the insurgents, while the military arm,
obviously unable to cops with the still
active rebellion, continued many of the |
most objectionable and offensive  pali- |
clos of the government that had pre-
caded It. No tangible rellief was af- |
forded the vast numbers of unhappy
reconcentrados, despite the relterated
professions made In that regard and
the amount approprinted by Spain to
that end, The proffered expedient of
zores of cultivation proved illusory;
indeed, no less practical nor more de-
lugive promises of suceor could well
bave heen tendered to the exhausted
and destitute people, stripped of all that
made fe and home dear, and herded
in a strange reglon among unsympa-
thetle strangers hardly less necessitous
than themselves.

MEETING A CRISIS,

By the end of Decembor the mortal-
ity among them had frightfully in-
creased. Conservative estimates from
Spanish sourves placed the deaths
among these distressed people at over
40 per cent, from the time Gen. Wey-
lor's decree of reconcentration was en-
faresd., With the acqulercence of the
Spanish  authoritles a scheme was
adopted for relief by charitable contri-
butions, ralged In this country and dis-
‘tributed, under the direction of the
consul general and the several consuls,
by noble and enrnest ndividual effort
through (he organized agencies of the
Americasn ed Croxs.  Thousands of
lives were thus saved, but many thoa-
sonds more were lnaccessible to such
forms of ald

he war continued on the old footing
without comprehensive plan, develop-
ing only the same spasmodic encount-
ors, barren of strategle resull, that had
muarked the course of the earller ten
yeurs' rebelllon as well as the present
insurrection from 1Le plart. No altérn-
atlve save physieal  exhaustion  of
oither combintant, and therewithal the
practical ruin of the Island, lay In
slght, but how far distant no one dould
venture to conjecturs,

At Lthie Juncture, on the 15th of Feb-
roary lasgt, occurred the destraction of
the battleship Moaine, white vightlully
Iying In the harbor of Havaha on &
mission of Internatlonal courtesy and
good will—a catastrophe the suspicious
pature and horror of which stirred the
nation’s heart profoundly., Tt is a
striking evidence of the polse and
sturdy good sense  distingulshing our
rational character that this shocking
blow, falling upon a geneorous pedple,
already deeply touched by preceding

foutbreak of war,

events 1o Cuba, dd not move them to

by

ltlnct of justice prevailed and the na-
tlon anxlously awalted the result of
the searching investigation at once set
on foot. The finding of the naval
board of inquiry cstablished that the
origin of the explosion was externnily
by a submarine mine, and only haited,
through lnck of pusitive testlimony, to
“:i the responsibllity of its author-
ship.

All these things oarried conviction to
the most thoughtful, even before the
finding of the naval board, that a ori-
#i8 In our relations with Spain and to-
ward Cuba was at hand, So strong
was this bellel that it needed but a
brief executive suggestion to the con-

gress to recelve immedinte answer to
me duty of making instant provision
for the possible and perhaps specdily
probable emergency of war, and the
remavkable, nlmost unlque, spectacle
was presented of a unanimous vote of
both hous+s on the $th of March ap-
propriating 50,000,000 “for the national
defenge and for each and every pur-
pose connected therewith, to be ox-
rended ot the dlscretien of the Presl-
dent,” That this met of pravision cams
none too sopn was disclesad when the
application of the fund was undertak-
en, Our coasts were pructically unde-
fended, Our nayy necded  large pro-
viglon for increased ammunition aml
supplies, and even numbers to cope
with any sudden attack from the navy

of Bpain, which comprised modern ves-
scly of the highest type of continentnl
perfection, Our army alas required en-
lurgoment of men and munitions, The
detalls of the hurried preparations for
the Adreaded coantingenes are told In the
reports of the sscretaries of war and
of the navy, and need not bLie repeatsd
hore, It Is sufficient (o say that the
when it did  comse,
found cur nation not unpreparsad to
meet the contlict.

PREPARING FOR HOSTILITIES.

The maximum effective fighting
force of the navy during the war, sep-
nrated Into clasdes, was as follows:
Four battleashps of the Nrst class:
1 battieship of the second olags: 2 arm-
ored eruigers; 8 coast dedense monitors;
1 armored ram; 12 protected cruisers;
3 unproteoted crulsers; 18 gunboats; 1
dynamite cruleer; 11 torpedo boats; 14
veasels of the old navy, Including mon-
Itara, Auxiliary navy: 1 suxillary
erulsers: 28 converted yachts: 27 cone
vepted tugs; 19 converted ocolllers; 10
revenue eutters; 4 lighthouss tenders
znd 18 miscellaneous vessels,

Much alarm was felt along our entire
Atlantle seabourd lest some  attack
might be made by the enemy. Every
precaution was taken to prevent poss
sible injury to our great oities lying
along the coast. Temporary garrisons
were provided, drawn from the State |
militin; infantry and light batreries
were drawn from the volunteer fores.
About 12000 troops were thus employ-
. The coast signal service was es-
tabiished for observing the approach
of an enemy's ships to the coast of
the United States, and the Nfe-saving
and lghthouse services co-operated,
which enabled the Navy department
to have all portlons of the Atlantie
ceast, from Malne to Texas, under ob-
servation.

The auxillary navy wae ereated un-
der the authority of Congress and was
officered and manned by the naval mi-
litiw of the severa! States, This or-
ganization patrolled the coast and per-
formed the duty of a second line of de-

fensy,

Under the direction of the chlef of
ergineers, submarine mines weore
placed at the most exposed points, Be-
fore the outhrenk olf the war, perma-
nent mining casemates and cable gal-
leries had bgen constructed at, nearly
all Important harbors, Most of the tore
pedo material was not to be found in
the market, and had to be specially
manufatured. Under date of April 10,
district oficers were directed to take
all preliminary meaaures, short of
the actual attaching of the londed |
mines to the cables, and on April 29, |
telegraphic ordera were lssued to place
the Jonded mines in position. The Ag-
fronte number of mines placed were
155, at the princlpa! harbors from
Malne to  California. Proparations
weie also made for the planting of
mines at certaln other harborg, but
owing to the early destruction of the
Spanish fleet, these wore not placed,

The Signal Corps wWas: promptly or-
ganized and performed service of the
mont diflicult and important character.
Its opérations during the war coversd
the c¢lectrical c¢onnection of all coast
fortiflieations, the establishiment of tel-
Uephonie and telegraphle  facllitles  for
the eamps at Manilg, Santlago and in
rorto ftico. There were constructed
00 miles of line at ten great camps,
thus facilitating military movements
from those points in o manner hereto-
fore unknown in military administra-
tion. Fleld telegraph lines were es-
tablished and maintained under the
etiemy’s fire at Mantia, and later the
Manlls-Hongkong cable was recopened.
| MONEY PROVIDED BEY CONGRESS,

In Porto Rico cable communioations
were opened over a discontinued route,

d on lond the headquarters of the
commanding officer was kept In tele-
graphie communication with the divi-
glon commanders on four different lines
of operations,

There was placed in Cuban waters a
completly outfitted oable ship, with
war cubles and cable gear, sultable
both for the destruction of communi-
cations belonging to the enemy and
the establishment of our own. Two
ocean cables were destroyed under the
enemy's batterles at Santiago. The
day previous to the landing of Gen.
Bhafter's corps at Calmanera, within
20 miles of the landing plice, eable
communications were established and
6 cable station opened, glving direct
communicstion with the government
at Washington. This service was in-
valuable to the exacutive In directing
the operations of the army and navy.
With & total fores of over 1,200, the loss
wae by disease in camp and fiold, oM-
cers and men included, oaly five,

The nationa! defense fund of $50,000,-
0 was expended in large part by the
army and navy, and the objects for
which It whs used are fully shown In
the reports of the saveral secrataries.
It was a most timely  appropriation,
enabling the government (o strengthen
it defenses and make preparations
greantly neded In ense of war,

Thie fund being Inadeguate to the
requirements of equipment and for the
copduct of the war, the patriotivm of
the Congress provided the means in
the war revenue act of July 13, by au-
thoriging n 3 per cont popuiar loan not
o exceod $A60.000,000 and by levying |
additional imposts and taxes. Of the
authorized loan, $200.000.000 were offer-
ed and promptiy taken, the subscrip-
tlons so far exceeding the call as to
cover it many times over, while pre-
ference bélng given to the smaller
hids, no single allotment exceeded
£5,000, This woas a most encournging
and significant result, showing the vast
tesourcens of the natlon and the deter-
mination of the peaple to uphold their
country's honor, |
It is not within the province of lll"‘

message to narrate the history of the
extraordinary war that followed the
Spanish declaration of April 21, but a
brief recital of its more salient fentures
I appropriate, The*frst encounter of

the war In point of date took place
April 27, when a detachment of the
blockading squadron made a  recon-
nalssance in force at Matanzas, shelled
the harbor forts and demolished sev-
eral new works in construction.

DEWEY'S MAGNIFICENT VIOTORY

The next engagement was destined o
mork & memorable epoch In maritime
warfare. The Pacific fleet, under
Commodore George Dewey, had lain
for some weeks at Hongkong. Upon
the colenlal proclamation of neutrality
being issued and thé customary 24
hours' notlee belng given, It repalred
to Mirs Bay, nenr Hongkong, whenoe
it proceeded to the Philippine Islands
under telegraphio orders to capture or
destroy the formlidable Spanish fleet
then assemblied at Manila, At day-
break on the Ist of May the American
fores entered Manila Bay, and after a
few hours' engagement effected the
total destruction of the Spanjsh fleet,
consisting of ten warships and a trans-
port, besides capturing the naval sta-
tion and forts at Cavite, thus annihj-
lating the Spanish naval power in the
Pacifie ocean and completely controll-
nig the bay of Manila, with the ability
1o take the city at will. Not a life was
lost om our ships, the wounded num-
bered only seven, while not a vessel
was materialiy injured. For this gal-
bt achlevement the Congress, upon
my  recommendation, fitly  bestowed
upon the actors preferment and sub-
stantinl rewanrd,

The effect of this remarkable viclory
upon the spirit of our people and upon
the fortunes of the war was instant, A
prestige of Invincibility therehy at.
tuched to our arms, which continued
throughout the struggle, Reinforoe-
ments were hurried to Manila under
the command of Maj. Gen. Merritt,
and firmly established within sight of
the capital, which lay helpless lwtnrel
our arms.

On the Tth day of May the govern- |
mont wus advised officlnlly of the vic- |

tory of Manila, and st onoe ingul=ed
of the commandér of our fleet what
troops would be prequired. The infor-
mation was recolved on the 15th day
of May, and the first army expedition
salled Moy 26, and arrived off Manila
June 30, Other expeditions soon fol-
lawed, the total forve conaisting of su
officera nnd 15,068 men,

Only reluctance to cause needless
lass of 1ife and property prevented the
early storming and capture of the clty, |
and therewith the nbsolute military
oceupancy of the whole group. The
insurgents meanwhlle had resumed
the nctive hostilities suspended by he\
uncompleted truce of December, 1
Their forces Invested Manila from tha
northern and eastern side, but  were
constrained by Admiral wey and
Gen. Merritt from attempling an ps-
sault., Tt was futing that whatever
was done in the way of decislve opera-

tions In that quarter should ne-
complished hy the utrnng arm of the
United States alone, beving the

stern: precept of war which enjoins the
overcoming of the adversary and the
extinetlon of his power wherever as-
sailnble n= the speedy and sure means
to win a peace, divided victory was
not permilssible, for no partition of the
rights and responsibilities attending
the enforcement of a just and advan-
tageous peace could be thought of.
THE BLOCKADE OF CUBA.

Following the comprehenslve scheme
of general attack, powerful forees were
assembled at various points on our
coast to invade Cuba and Porto Rico,
Meanwhile, nuval demonstrations were
trade at several exposed points. On
May 11 the crulser Wilmington and
terpado boat Winslow were unsucoess-
ful in an attempt to siléence the bat-
teriea at Cardenas, a. gallant ensign,
Worth Bagley, and four seamen fall-
ing, These grievous fatalltles were,
strangely enough, among the very few
which occurred during our naval
u]l;erntluna In thls extraordinary con-
fiiet.

Moanwhile the Spanish naval pre-
parations had been pushed with great
vigor, A powerful squadron, under
Admiral Cervera, which had assembled
at the Cape Verde Islands before the
authreak of hostllities, had crossed
the ovean, and by fts erratle move-
ments In the Caribbean sea delayed
our militury plans, while bafMling the
pursuit of our flests, For a time feoars
were felt lest (he bnttlezship Oregon
and gunboat Marietta, nearing home
aflter a long voyage from San Fran-
clseo of over 15,000 miles, might be
surprised by Admirnl Cervera's fleet,
but thelr fortunate arrival dispelled
apprehensions and lent much needed
reinforcement. Not until Admiral Cer-
vera tyok refuge in the harbor of San-
tlago de Cuba, about May 19, was It
practieable to plan a systematie naval
and military attack upon the Antilienan
posgegsions of Bpain.

Several demonstrations oceurred on
Lhe consts of Cubi and Porte Rice in
preparation for the larger event. On
Muy 13 the North Atlantic squsadron
shelled San Juan de Porto Rico. On
May 3 Commodore Bchley's squadron
bombarded the forts guarding the
mouth of Santlago harbor, Neither at-
tack bad any material result. It was
evident that well ordered lund opera-
tions were Indispensable to achleve a
declslve advantage.

The next act in the war thrilled not
nlone the hearts of our countrymen,
but the world, by its eneptlonal Hero-
ism. On the night of “July 3 Lient
Hobson, aided by seven devoted volun-
teers, blocked the narrow outlet from
Santingo harbor by sinking the collier
Merrimac in the channel, under a fierce
fire from the shore batteries, escaping
with thelr lives by a miracle, but fall-
Ing Into the. hands of the Spaniards.
It is a most gratifying incident of the
war that the bravery of this little hand
of heroes was cordially appreciated by
the Spanish admiral, who sent a flag
of truce to notify Admiral Sampson of
their safety and to compliment them
on thelr daring aet. They were subse-
quently exchanged July 7.

By June 7 the cutting of the last Cu-
Pan cable fgolated the island. There-
after the Invasion was vigorously
prosecuted. On June 10, under a heavy
protecting fire, a lunding of 600 marines
from the Oregon, Marblehend and
Yunkee was effected in Guantanamo
bay, where it had bren determined to
establish a naval station. This Im-
portant and essentinl port was taken
from the enemy after severe fighting
by the marines, who were the first or-
paniged force of the United States to

lend In Cuba,
DESTRUCTION OF CERVERA'S
SQUADRON.

The pasition so won was held denpite
desperate attemipts  to  dislodge our
forces; On June 22 the advance of the
invading army, under Ma). Gen. Shat-
ter, Innded at Dalguirl, about 15 miles
cast of Santingo. This was accom-
plished under great dificultles, but
with marvelous dispatch, On June IS5,
the movement aguinst Santingo begun.
On the Mth the Arst serious engige-
ment took ploce, in which the First
anil Tenth Cavalry and the First
United States Volunteer Calvary, Gen,
Young's brigade, Gen, Wheeler's divi-
slon, participuted, losing heavily. By
nhehtfall, however, ground within five
miles of Santlago was won. The ad-
vantage was stendlly Increased. On
July 1 a severe battle took place, cur
forces galning the cutworks of Santi-
ngo: on the 44 El Caney and San Juan
were taken, after a desperate charge,
and the Investment of the eity was

completed, The navy co-operated by
shelling the town and the coast forte

the day following thll brilliant
lohlewmnl of our land forces, July
3. occurred the declsive naval combat
of the war, The Spanish fleet attempt-
Ing to leave the harbor, was met by the
American sgquadron, under command
of Commaodore Sampson. In less than
thres hours all the Spanish ships were
destroyed, two torpedo boats being
sunk. and the Marin Teresa, Almirente
Oquendo, Vizeays and Cristobal Colon
driven ashore, The Spanish admiral and
over LI0W men wers taken prisoners,
while the enemy's loss of life was
deplorubly large, some 00 perishing.
On our gide but one man was kilied,
on the Brooklyn, and one man serious-
Iy wounded, Although our ships were
repeatedly struck, not one was serious-
¥ Injured. Where all so conspicuously
distinguished themselves, from the
commodore ta the poaners, and the
unnamed heroes In the boller rooms,
each und all contributing toward the
achievement of this astounding vie-
tory for which nelther ancient nor
modern history affords a paraliel in the
completeness of the event and the
marvelous diaproportion of casunities,
It would be invidious to single out any
for special honor, Deserved promotlon
has rewarded the more consplocuous
actors—the nation’s profoundest grat-
Itude Is due to all of these brave men
who, by thefr skill and devotion, In a
few short hours crushed the gea power
of Spain and wrought a triumph
whose declsiveness and far-reaching
consequences can searcely be meas-
ured. Nor ¢an we be unmindful of the
achicvements of our bullders, mechan-
Ies and arvisans for thelr skill in the
constraction of our warships.

With the catastrophe of Santlago
Epain's efforts upon the ocean virtual-
Iy censed, A spasmodic efort toward
the end of June to send her Meaditt-
srranean fleet, under Admiral Camara,
to relleve Manila was abpndoned, the
expedition being recalled after it had
passed through the Spez eanal.

THE FALL OF SANTIAGO

The capitulation of Santingo follow-
ed. The clty was closely begleged by
land, while the eéntrance of our ships
into the harbor cut off all rellef on
that zide and caused a truce to follow
for the removal of non-combatants,
HFrotractad  megotiations continued
 from July 2 to July 15, when, under
menace of immediate assault, the pre-
liminaries of surrender were agreed
upon. On the 1ith Gen. Shafter o¢-
cupled the city, The capitulation em-
braced the entlre eastern end of Cubn.
The number of Spanish soldlers surren-
dered was 20000, all of whom wers
subsequently conveyed to Spain at the
charge of the United Stetes, The story
of this successful campalgn I told In
the report of the secretary of  war,
which will be laid before you. The in-
Gividoal valor of officers and soldiers
was never more strikingly shown than
in the several engagements leading to
the surrender of Bantingo, while the
prompt movements and successive
victories won instant and universal
applnuse, To those who gained this
complete triumph  which established
the ascendency of the Unlted States
upon land as the fight off Santiago had
carncst and lasting gratitude of the
nation is unsparingly due. Nor should
we alone remember the gallantry of the
living: the dend ¢lalm our tears, and
our losaes By battle and disease must
cloud any exultation at the result and
teach us to weigh the awful cost of
war, however rightful the cause or
signal the victory.

With the fall of Santiago, the occu-
pation of Porto Rico became the next
strategic necessity. Gen, Miles had
previougly been assigned to  organize
an expedition for that purpose. Fortu-
nately he was already at Santlago,
where he had arrived on the 1lth of
July, with reinforcements for Gen.
Shafter's army,

With these troops, conslsting of 3,415
Infantry and artillery, two companies
of engineers, one compuny of the Big-
nal Corpa, Gen, Mileg left Guantanamo
on July 21, having nine transports,
convoyed by the flest under Cant, Hig-
ginson, with the Maszsachusetts (flag-
ship), Dixie, Gloucester, Columbin and
Yale, the two latter cnrrying troopsa
The expedition landed at Guanica, July
25, which port was entered with little
oppasition. Here the fleet was joined by
the Annapolls and the Wasp, while the
Puritan and Amphitrite went to San
Juan and jolned the New Orleans,
which was enguged In blockading that
port, ‘U'he major-general commanding
was subsequently reinforced by Gen.
Schwan's brigade of the Third army
corps, by Gen. Wilson, with a part of
his division, and also by Gen. Brooks
with a part of his corps, numbering In
all 18,673 ofMcers and men,

On July 27 he entered Ponce, one of
the most impnrumt ports  in  the ls-
iand, from which he thereafter directed
ope:;atlnlw for the capture of the |s-
Tand.

With the exception of encounters
with the enemy at Guayuam, Hoarmi-
guares, Coamo and Yaoeo, and an at-
tack on a foree landed at Cape San
Juan, there was no serlous registance.
The campulgn was prosecuted with
zreat vigor, and by the last of August
wuch of the island wasa In our posses-
glon, and the scquisition of the re-
mainder was only a matter of a short
time. At most of the points In the {s-
land our troeps were enthusinstically
welcomed. Protestations of lovalty to
the flag and gratitude for delivery from
Spanish rule met our commanders al
every stage. As a potent influence to-
ward peace, the outcome of the Porto
Rican operations wae of great conse-
quence and generous commendation s
due to those who participited In It

THE CAPTURE OF MANILA.

The last seene of the swar was enacted
at Manila, its starting place. On’ Au-
gust 15, after a brief assault uvpon the
works by the land forces, in which the
squadron assisted, the capital sur-
rendered unconditionally. The casual-
tles werse comparstively few. 1By this
the conquest of the Phillppine Islands,
virtually accomplished when the Span-
igh capacity for resistance was  de-
stroyed by Admiril Deweyr's victory of
the 1st of May, was formally sealed
To Gen.
for thelr uncomplalning and
service, and for thelr galluptry In ne-
tion, the nation 18 sgincerely graveful,
Their long voyage wius made with sin-
guldr suceess, and the soldierly con-
duet of the men. most of whom wery
without previous exparience In the
military service, deserves unmeasured

pralse,

The total casualties in kKHled and
wounded In the army during the war
with S8paln were: Officers  KilTed, 20
enlisted men killed tal, 280; of-
floers wounded, 11 enligted e
wounded, 1484 totnl, 1377, Of the

navy, killed, 12; wounded, 67; died ws
result of wounds, 1: Invalid from serve-
fee, 6; total, 91

It will bo observed that while om
navy was engnged in two great battles
and in numerous pertlous  undertplk-
ings, In blockade and bombardmoent,
and more than W00 0f OUr tEoaps ot
transported o distant lands and were
engaged in assault and sieges nmd bat-
tle and many skirmishes In unfamiliae
territory, we lost in both arms. of the
service a total of 1688 Killed amdd
wounded; and in the entlve campnign
by land and seén we did not loge o gun
or o flag or o traosport or o ship, wnd
with the exception of the ecrew aof the
Merrimoe not a soldier or sallor was
tuken prisoner.

On August 7, 48 days after the date
at the landing of Gen: Bhafter's army

Merritt, hie officera and men |
devoted |

in Cuba and 21 days from the surren-
der of Santiago, the United States
troops commenced embarkation for
hame, and our entire force was return-
éd to the Unlted States as early as
August 2. There were absent from the
United States only two months.

1t is fiiting that I should bear testi-
mony to the patriotism and devotion
of that large portlon of our srmy
which, although eager to be ordered to
the post of greater exposurs, fortu-
nately was not required outside of the
United States. They did thelr whole
duty, and lke their comrades at the
front, have earned the gratitude of the

nation, In like manner, the officers and |

men of the army and of the navy who
vemained In their departments and
statlons faithfully performing  most
important dutles connected w the
war, and whose requests for assign-
ment in the fleld and at sen I was com-
pelled to refuse becauss their services
were Indlspensable here, are entltied to
the highest commendation. It Is my
regret that there seems to be no suit-
able provision for their recognition,
SBPAIN BUES FOR PEACE.

In this connection it is a pleasure for
me to mention in terms of cordial ap-
preciation the timely and useful work
of the American National Red Cross,
both in relief measures preparatory to
the campalgns, In sanitary assistance
At several of the ”ﬂnmblase
and later, under the able” and exper-
fenced leadership of the president of
the soclety, Miss Clara Barton, In the
flelds of battle and in the hospltals at
the front in Cuba. Working In con-
junctlon with the governmental nu-
thoritics and under thelr sanction and
approvitl, apd with the enthusiastie
co-operation of many patriotic women
and societies in ke various States,
the Red Cross has fully maintadned its
nlready high reputation for Iintense
earnestness and ability to exercise the
noble purposes of ite international or-
ganization, thug justfyving the confi-
dence and support whigh It has re-
celved at the hands of the American
peaple. To the members and officers
of this soctety, and all who alded them
in thelr philanthroplc  work, the
sineere and Iansting gratitude of the
soldiers and the public I8 due and iy
freely nccorded,

In tracing these svents we are con-

| sessions whic

Juan respectively.
Joint commission ‘accomplished
Its ta=k, and by October 18 the evacu-
atlon of the lsland was completed. The
United States flag was ralsed over the
island at noon on that day. The ad-
ministration of its wuffairs has been
provisionally intrusted to a military
governor until the Congress shall
otherwise provide. The Cuban joint
high commission has not yet termin-
nted its labors. Owing to the difficul-
tiew in the way of reémoving the large
numbers of Spanieh troops stilll In
Cubn, the evacuation cannot be com-
pleted before the 15t of January next.

Pursuant to the fifth article of the
protocol, [ appointed Willlam K. Day,
lately =ecretary of state; Cushman K.
Davis, Willlam P. FFry and George
Gray, senalors of the United Statea,
and Whitelaw Reid. to be the peace
commis=ioners on the part of the Uni-
ted States. Proceeding In due season
to Paris. they there met on the first of
October, five commissioners simllarly
appolnted on the part of Spain, Their
negotiations have made hopeful prog-
ress, 80 that 1 trust soon to be able to
lay a definite treaty of peace bafore the
Senate, with a review of the steps
wading to i3 signaturs,

I do not discuss at this time the gov-
ernment or the nature of the new pos-
will come to us as the
result of the war with Spaln.  Such
disrussion will be appropriate after the
treaty of peace shall be ratified. In the
meantime and until the has
legislated otherwise, It will ba t!lr Aduty
to continge the military governments
which have existed sines our occupa-
tlon and give to the paople security in
life and property and encouragement
under a just and beneficent rule,

OUR RELATIONS WITH CUBA.

As soon As we are in posscssion of
Cubz nnd have pacifisd the Isiand it
will be necessarv to give aid and Al-
rection to its people to farm o governs
menit for themeslves, This should be
undertnken ot the earilest momoent
ronsistent  with safety and assured
success. It ls important that our re-
lations with this peopls should be of
the mast frlendly character, and our
commercial relations close and recip-
rmn.l. It should be our d:‘li.'lrl d{o nml;t

ﬂmpmr way to up the
_ s of the island,

stantly reminded of our obligations to | the (i

the Divine Master, of His watehfui
care over us and His safe guldance, for
which the natlon mekes reverent ac-
knowledgment and offers humble
pla)rer for the continuance of His

'rhe annihilation of Mlt'nlﬂl
eva's Teet,

llon of Santiago.
Spanish government a realizing sense
of the hopelessdess of continning u
atruggle now become wholly uneqgual,
it made overtures of peace through
the French ambassador, who, with the
pesent of his government, had scted
as the friendly representiative of Span-
ish Interest= during the war. On the
gith of July M. Cambon presented a
communication signed by the Duke of
Almodovar, the Spanish minister of
state, Inviting the United States to
state the terms upon which It would
be willing to make peace. On July 30,
by a communication addressed to the
Duke of Almondovar and handed to
M., Cambon, the terms of this govern-
ment were announced, substantially
ae in the protocol afterward slgned, On
August lo the Spanish reply, dated
August 7, was handed by M. Cambon
to the secretary of state, It accepted
unconditionally the terms lmposed as
to Cuba, Porto Rico and an island of
the Ladrone groupe, but appearved to
seek to introduce Inadmissible reser-
vations in regard to our demand as to
the Philippine islands. Conesiving dis-
cussion on this point could neither be
practical nor profitable, 1 directed that
in order to aveold misunderstanding,
the matter should be forthwith closed
by propoging the embodiment In o
formal protocol of the terma upen

i
ving bmught to

and

thrift, Industry
promote peace and good will
all the Inhabitants, whatsver may have

Mnongs

been their relations In the past. Neith-
or revenge nor passion should have a
place In the new government, Until
there Is complete tranquillity in the isi-
and a stable government Inaugurated,
military ocupttion will continue,

With the one exception of the rup-
ture with Spain, the intercourse of the
United States with the great family of
nations has besnmarksd with cordiality

| and the close of the eventful year finds

most of the lssues that necessarily
arise In the complex re/atlons of sov-
erelgn States adjust=d or presenting
no gerinus abatacle to a Just and hon-
arable solutlon by amleoable agres-
ment.
THE LATTIMER R‘IF-T INCIDENT.
On the 10th of September, 1507, a
confilot took place nt Lastimer, Pa., be-
tween a body of striking miners and
the sheriff of Luzerns county and his
deputios, In which 22 miners were kill-
ed and 4 wounded, of whom 10 of the
killed and 12 of the wounded Wers Aug-
trinn and Hungarian subjecta, This
deploralle event noturally aroused tho
solfcitude of the Austro-Hungarian
mpovernment, which, on the nssumption
that the killlng and wounding invol-
ved the unjustifiable misuse of au-

which the negotiations for peace were | thorits, almed "ﬂl‘l“““ for the
to be undertaken, The vague and In- | suffer h Siain the searching
cxpliclt suggestions of the Spanish | investigation ¢ peremptory ac{irm of
note could not be aceepted, the on th l anmivghll.
reply being lo present a8 i took  appropriate
ultimatum a draft or pro ‘metita of the case, in
ing the preciss terms 108 o the
in our note of July 30, : endly power.
mipulnw:mraf detall &3 , deputies hay eﬂ
pointment of COMIMISSIONe: 0 Brr .';' 3 rder, were
‘ii'E the evacuation of the Spanish An- o+ protracted ntg-
tilles. tae hearing of hundrods
maor.m&m&; il an the ground that the
Om Augunt 12 M. Ca anr Al WS in ﬂl. Hne of their offieinl

Bis receipt of full powers lo tltn

Ll
protocui 8o submitted, Accordingly, on

the afternoon of August 12, M. Cam-
bon;, as the plenipotentiary of Spaln,
and Secretary of State, as the plenipo-
tentiary of the United States, signed a
protocol providing:

“Article 1. Spaln will relinguish all
claim of soverglgnty over and the iitle
to Cuba,

“Article 2, Spain will eeda to the
United Btates (he island of Porto Rico
and other Iglands now under Spnnish
goversignty in the West Indies, and
also an island in the Ladrones, to bLe
selected in the Unitod States

“Article 3. The United Stites will oc-
copy and hold the clty, bay and har-
bor of Manila pending the cohclusion
of & treaty of peace which shall deter-
niine the contral, nll'a'sm-illnn and gov-
ernment of the Philippines.”

The fourth drticle provided for the
appointment of jeint commisgions on
the part of the United States and
Spain, to meet In Havana and San
Juan, respectively, for the purpose of
arranging and earrying out the de-
tulls of stipulnted evacuwtion of Cuba,
Porto Rico and other Spanish Islands
in the West Indies,

The fitth article provided for the ap-
pointment of not more than five com-
missioners on each side to meet at
Parls not later than October 1, and to
progeed ta the negotintion and conclu-
gion of a treaty of peags, subject to
ratificution aocording to the respective
constitutional forms of the two coun-
Lries,

The sixth and Inst article provided
that upon the slgnnture of the protocol
hostilitles Between the tvo countries
should be suspended, and that noties
to that effect should be glven as soon
us possible by each government to the
commanders of (s military and naval
forees,

ITmmodietiy upon (he conclusion of
the protocal [ Issued o proclamation of
August 12 suspending hogtilitles on the
part of the United Stoles.  The neces-
sary drders G that énd were at onee
given by telograph,. The blockade of
the porte of Cuby apd Ban Juan de
Porto Rlvo wag in like moanner raised,
O August 18 the muster oul of 100,000
volunteers, or as near thot number an
was Mund 1o be practicable, wns or-
dored.

MITATATIY COMMISSIONTRS
NAMED,

im Decpmber 1, 100,165 afflocers  andd
men hod been mustergd out and Als-
chnreged from the serviee amd 9R2
mare will be masterdad out by the Uth
of the month, Also a corvesponding
number of géenecal anl general Jtafl
oilicers have been hannrably disciharg
o from the service, The military com-
misslong to superintend the evaconatlon

uf Cubg, Porto Rite, and the ndhacent

jslunds wore forthwith appointsd:
Fur Coba—Mnj. Oen. James F

Wade, Rear Admirnl Willlam T

Sampson. Maj.-Gen. Matthew . Bul-
ler: for Porto Rico, Maj.-Gen. John 1

I

juty to uphold law and preserve pubile
oﬂlnr In the Siate. A representative
of the department of justice attendad
the trial for indemnity for its Infurcd
Wih all the facts In its possession, this
government expedts fo reach 8 har-
monlons understanding on the subject
with that of Austrin-FHungary, not-
withstanding the renewed claim of
the latter after learning the result of
the trial for Indemnly for 165 injured
subjects.
THE NICARAGE A CANAL,

The Nicarrgua cdnal commission,
usider the chalrmanship of Rear Ad-
miral John (i, Walker, appointed July
24, 1597, under the muthority of & ‘Rm‘
viglon In the sundry clvil aet of
4+ of that yur. nearly completed
its laborg, and results of its ex-
haustive Inquiry into the proper route,
the feesibility and the cost of construc-
tion of an Inter-ocesnic canl by a
Nicaraguan route. In view of over-
tures made to the governments of Nic-
aragun nnd Costa Riea, by other par-
ties for n new canal concession pre-
dicated on the assumed approsching
lapse of the contracta of the Maritime
Canal company  with those states, 1
have not hesitated to express my cons
vietion that counsiderations of expedi-
ency and International policy s be-
tween the severanl govarnments in-
terested in the canstruction and con=
trol of an inter-oveanle canal by this
route require the madntensnes of the
status quo, untll the candl commiselon
shall have reposrted nnd the United
States eopgress shall have the whoie
matter during the present session,
without prejudice by reason of any

change In' the existing conditfons.
Nevertheless, (1 appears thyt the
government of Nicarngua, as one of Ita
Inst soversign mnots before merging its
powers in those of the newly found
United Stutes of Central Amerien; hox
granted an optionat voncesslon to an-
ather association, to  become sffeciive
on the expiration of the present grant.
It dJoes not appear what survess huve
been made or what romle Ls jroposed
undoer thig contingent grant, =o that an

examinution of the feasibflity af s
plans is pectssarily not embracsd In
the répart of the cansl commia=ion,
All these clrcumsinnoss  sygadat the
| rgency of some Jefinite aetion by (he
pongress ut this seasiga I the Inbors
af the past are 16 be gillissd and the
Haldinge of the Atlupte and Paolfic

Breoke, Rear Admiral Winflel) 8
Schley, brig, Gen: Wm, G Gordon, |
who soon aft=rwird met the Soaniah
commissiongrs at Havana and San

eians by o practical waterway ks to
be resligsd. That Lhe eonstroetiop of
such maritime hizhway I8 BOW -are
than over Indi able to that (nti-
mate nnd ready  Intar-communiconiion
belwesn o a0 wnd Western soa-
boarids demanded by The  prospectiy
expansion of auy InMaenre  and come-
meres I the Fagiie, and thay oar nint.
fanii palley NOW  Wore lmperatiyely
thimg evar culls for te mniral by this
povermeet, are  propositions which 1
deattl nol the sangress will duly ap-
praciats pnd wisely aot upon

OI'R HELATIONS WITH ( 'lll\'f\

The TTnlted Stales has nhit besn gn
pdifferent spectntor of 1he --tt.-n-r.h-
naty events trangpiring i the Chanepe

iIr emsl
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